




A Study on the policy of English Education in Elementary Schools in the Philippines: 
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[Abstract] Since the establishment of public education system in the 
Philippines in 1901 under the colonization of the United States, English has 
been taught as one of the major subjects in elementary schools and has been 
used as a medium of instruction there as well, resulting in a high degree of 
English proficiency among the people. Since then English has been an official 
language even though it is not a native language of the Philippines. Meanwhile, 
the endeavor for the establishment of a national language has been made amidst 
division among various local language groups. Filipino, designated as national 
language in the present constitution, which is in actuality constructed on a 
basis of Tagalog, one of the major local languages, has got to be widely used 
throughout the nation despite oppositions from other language groups. 
Consequently, English and the national language had been the only language 
subjects and the major mediums of instruction in elementary and secondary 
schools for nearly four decades until recently. 
  Considering this long established practice, the recent education reform 
deserves attention, which has introduced to elementary schools a new subject, 
namely "mother tongue" in 2012. In the subject, one of 12 local languages 
including Tagalog is taught. In addition, one of these and 7 other languages is 
to be used as a medium of instruction in grade 1 to 3. The introduction of the 
local languages to schools might involve the depreciation of the role of English 
in Philippine education.  
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Tagalog, Kapampangan, Pangasinense, Iloko, Bikol, Cebuano, Hiligaynon, Waray, Tausug, 
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全国 94.12% 94.27% 94.19% 106.36% 102.72% 104.59% 91.84% 95.98% 93.81%
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